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vidual. Not only human beings, but animals and plants, even
spirits, gnomes, metals, and stones each has its Archeus.
The Archeus is a force of nature, the chief link between the
blind matter of which man is made and the personality which
determines his "complexion." Here is the first endeavor to un-
derstand the individual as a biological unit. The patient no
longer is the battlefield where the humors fight it out. Each
individual has his constitution, his life cycle, and, moreover,
his own prime mover. Man, the individual molecule of the
Universe, is the root of the creation. He is a prime force him-
self. This great and novel notion of nature makes it unnecessary
for God Himself to supervise every meal in person.
The body as a constituted biological unit, -fulfilling its partic-
ular predestination, functions as an independent cosmos. So
new was this idea that the consequences frightened Paracelsus.
Stammering and groping, he vainly tried to explain it to him-
self. The weight of his own traditional scientific learning pulled
him back. He could only give hints of his idea which he still
strove to understand.
"You call man a microcosmos, and that is right. But you
don't know how to interpret it and we shall do it for you.
Just as the sky has its constellations, so man is constellated
in himself mightily. Just as the firmament is self-governed
and not subject to any creature, so man's firmament is not
subject to anything that has been created. Heaven and earth
are one, man is something else. . . . Thus you shall under-
stand that man has in himself his firmament, his planets,
conjunctions, constellations, aspects, sidera, and the like.
. . . The body gives food to itself. Some members need
food from the outside, but something is in the body that is
fed through the firmament in the body. The food which we
eat is like the manure in the field; it makes it fertile and